
Proposed sequence of activities for English 

Week 2:  The huge bag of worries innovated story 

Activity 1 
Look again at story organiser from previous week (activity 4) to remind yourself of the original 
story. Alternatively you could re-watch the story.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDrnuPj7xfs 
We have already created our own new character. Today we are going to look at the problem and 
solution.  
We are going to keep the same problem of the bag of worries.  
But our solution is going to be very different. Instead of an old lady we are going to use our 
imagination and design a machine or device which would get rid of the worries. We are going to 
be inventors. 
 
Imagine there is a machine that could get rid of all your worries.  
What will it look like? 
What will it be made from?  
How do you make it? Saw, drill, super glue, celotape, weld?  
How will it work? How does it get rid of the worries? 
What is it called? 
 
Draw a picture of your invention and label it with its different features.  
Write a list of the different materials you need to use remember to use adjectives to describe 
them and write about how you put all the materials together and finally write how it gets rid of  
Below is an example idea which you could use to help you. 

 
 

Activity 2 
Look more closely at your new solution. Your invention. This is a new part of the story and isn’t in 
the original story. In the original story Jenny has tried lots of different things to get rid of the bag 
but it is no good. She feels fed up when the old lady comes. But instead of the old lady our 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDrnuPj7xfs
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character is going to invent a machine to get rid of the worries. 
Think about what will happen in the next part of the story. What does she do? How does she build 
it? What does she use? How will it work? 
 
Using the text attached at the end of the activities and ask children to continue the story focussing 
just on the solution part of the story and the invention of the machine.  
 
You could use this as a model e.g.  
One morning Holly woke up, got dressed and walked down the road. She’d had enough. The tears 
started rolling down her cheeks. She sat on a garden wall and put her head in her hands. She 
thought she’d have to live with the bag forever. Then she had a bright idea. A very clever, bright 
idea. Holly decided that if she couldn’t get rid of the worries then she would make a machine 
which could instead! Holly got to work straight away. First she had to think of what it would do. 
Would it spit fire? No, too dangerous. Could it have blades as sharp as a razor and cut it into 
thousands of little pieces? No, too deadly. At last she had the perfect idea. She gathered all the 
different materials she would need. She found some shiny foil, bendy metal, a long hose pipe and 
some batteries. Holly drilled and cut and glued all day and all night until finally it was done. The 
worry buster 2000 was complete. With one flick of the switch the worry buster would suck up the 
worry bag and melt it into a big pile of gloop and all the worries would be gone.  
 

Activity 3  
Show children the story mountain template. You could use the version attached separately or 
draw your own.  
Look at the different sections of the story mountain. Beginning, problem, solution, ending.  
What happens at the beginning? What is the problem? What is the new solution and the new 
ending?  
Remember this is for your new character and their invention to get rid of the worries.  
Go through each part of the story mountain and using a few sentences to summarise what 
happens in each part of the story. This isn’t the full story but the main parts of what happens in 
each section.  
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You could use the model example to help you.  

 
Activity 4 
Look back at the story mountain created yesterday which shows what happens in each part of the 
story. Today we are going to draw our own story map for your own version of the story.  
 
Using either the grid or a piece of paper split into sections get children to draw what happens in 
their story. You could add any key words to this to help you when writing your story tomorrow 
and number it to help you retell it in order. 
 

 
Make sure you practise re telling the You could draw your own puppets or you could act out the 
story using props from around the house. E.g. using any bag as the bag of worries and using a 
device from around the house to act as your invention e.g. a hoover or hairdryer. 
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It’s important that they are confident in retelling their story verbally in order to help them when 
writing.  

Activity 5 
Today is the day to write your own twist of the story the huge bag of worries.  
Practise retelling your story in order verbally using your story map and story mountain to help 
you.  
 
Remember to use your new characters and to change the solution to your new invention.  
Focus on making sure you have capital letters and full stops in your writing and having a clear 
beginning, problem, solution and ending to your story.  
 

 

 

 

Activity 2  

 

Continue the story focussing on just the invention of the machine. The gap at the beginning is for 

your new characters name  

Female  

 

One morning ___________________________woke up, got dressed and walked down the road. 

She’d had enough. The tears started rolling down her cheeks. She sat on a garden wall and put her 

head in her hands. She thought she’d have to live with the bag forever. Then... 

 

Male  

 

One morning ___________________________woke up, got dressed and walked down the road. 

He’d had enough. The tears started rolling down his cheeks. He sat on a garden wall and put his head 

in his hands. He thought he’d have to live with the bag forever. Then... 
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